
 

Pastry Knife

This is the serious sand sculptor’s basic
tool of choice. The round end has been

squared up for carving windows and
doors.Off-set handle prevents your

had getting in the way.

Loop Tool

This tool is useful for
carving scalloped edges

on overhangs and
arched doorways

and window tops.

Arrowhe ad Tool
Use this tool for surface

detail, such as bricks and
rocks. Also useful for

quick lettering.

Use these tools for scooping out
doors and windows as well

as square columns. May
also be used to carve

stairs and deepening  the
spaces between columns.

This nifty little device will
have you carving smooth,

uniform columns in no
time flat.

Useful for little windows, facial
features and any small-scale

carving. The off-set handle
helps you get into hard-to-

reach places.

Square  Tools: Fat & Skinny

Column Tool

Tiny Trowe l

Tapered Trowel

Mondo Trowel

The tapered end makes this trowel
ideal for smoothing rounded
surfaces, such as faces andcreatures.

11.5” x 1.25” of trowel, useful for
removing large chunks of stacked or
packed sand.

         Use a soft-bristled
brush to erase

knife marks and brush away loose
sand. The pointed handle can be

used to
etch
large
rocks around the base.

plastic tubing for gently
blowing away loose sand
from cracks and crevices.
Suggestion: tie it to a piece
of string or a cord to wear

around your neck
for easy access.

Shaped tools are hand-crafted
from stainless steel with exacto knife handles.
Extend their lives by rinsing throughly with fresh
water after each use.  Available individually or as
setsfrom www.unlitter.com/shop. Thanks for shopping with the Sons of the Beach!



Build a Tower
Prepare your base for building by packing the loose

sand. Pull in the edges and pound the top flat - so that your
structures do not slide off the edge.

Dig a hole close to high tide mark until you hit water.
Prepare your hole by mixing the sand and water - and we
don’t mean just wiggle your fingers around in it! Really dig
deep, pulling the heavier, compacted sand up and
throroughly mixing it with the water so that all the chunks
break up and flow.

A tower is nothing more than a stack of sand patties
piled on top of each other. Use smaller handfuls as you gain
altitude so that the tower tapers at the top and doesn't get
top-heavy and fall over before you get to carve it.

Start by mixing your sand and water to a smooth
consistency. Scoop out the largest handful you can - the

bigger the base, the taller you can build - and plop it down --gently! -- on the pile
of sand that you dug out of your hole. Do not constrict the wet sand, expecially
near the bottom.... you want it to spread.

Flatten your handfuls of wet sand into pancakes by jiggling them with
gentle pressure. DO NOT pound, push, pat, pack, press or pummel the sand into
submission! The goal is to distribute the water consistently throughout the patty
so it settles into and binds to the patty below.

As you attain altitude, apply less pressure on the top and jiggle the sides
more. Do not jiggle the whole tower! You can only vibrate the sand that is still
super wet. If you attempt to jiggle sand that has already set, it will break the bond
holding the layers together and compromise your structure’s integrity. If jiggling
does not make the sand spread, you are not using enough water. Mix up the sand

and water in the bottom of your hole and try again.

Build a Wall

Once again, pull a double handful of wet sand from the hole. This time,
instead of flattening it into a pancake, hold the sides between your flattened
hands, jiggle and hold until the water runs through so that the sand takes a brick shape.  Note that you should not be
putting any pressure on the tops of your bricks at all. Keep your hands flat and parallel to each other - about 3-4 inches
apart so your bricks are large and uniform.

Keep laying bricks end to end for the desired length of the wall, then lay another layer on top, repeating until you
reach the desired height.

 To form a staircase, first carve the wall into a descending  ramp, then cut in individual steps.
You will find a more detailed explanation of this procedure, as well as techniques for building and combining other

structures, in the SoB “Take me to the Beach” Sand Castle Book, available in hard copy or as a pdf download from our
web-site at www.unlitter.com, or by calling 956-761-6222. We accept VISA and Mastercard as well as personal checks.

Scoop...

Plop...

Flatten...

Jiggle!    


